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Note to the members of the Customs Code Committee
(Origin Section)
Subject:
certificates of origin Form A issued in Mozambique
 It has come to the attention of the Commission services that Mozambique has issued certificates of origin Form A which do not comply with the technical requirements laid down by EU law.

The background of the certificates that have been issued does not match the specifications, i.e. the green guilloche pattern does not have anti-falsification characteristics (the certificate of origin has a uniformly yellow background without any guilloche).
In accordance with the procedure agreed at the 195th meeting of the Origin section of the Customs Code Committee on 20 December 2011 (revised Working document TAXUD/3302/04-EN-Rev3) dealing with the treatment of certificates of origin or movement certificates which do not comply with the technical requirements laid down by EU law or relevant FTA provisions, the Commission services have written to the authorities of Mozambique to ascertain whether the conditions for the granting of a period of grace were fulfilled.

The deadline for the authorities to reply is mid-December 2014.  As soon as a response is received, we will advise all delegations of the outcome. In the meantime, Member States are advised not to formally pronounce the technical rejection of such certificates and keep the corresponding files on hold, with or without requesting the lodging of a security, depending on their assessment of the risks at stake.
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